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“Honesty is the best policy, but insanity is a better defense”

This is my book.  I love the way that sounds! I have always had a rather large ego, and I figure how better to inflate it than to write a book.  Then I improved on that, in by deciding to write two books, this being the first.  This one will be based on my political views, or just views on life in general.  The second book, forthcoming will be on life experiences.  It will be a story telling type of a thing.  But back to the issue at hand…this book.  I wrote “What the Dilly Yo?” throughout the summer and fall of 2001, I had many people supporting these efforts and offering their assistance, so I hope I don’t let any of you down.  But if I do, that’s life.  As one of my directors once told me “All that matters is that and audience leaves having felt something, it can be a good warm feeling, they can be angry, they can be sad, depressed, anything just so long as they feel something, not going away apathetic.” Thanks for that inspiration Chad; you helped me get my life in the right direction!

This book is for anyone and everyone who ever helped me out in life.  I am not going to even try to start naming people because I only have the rest of this page.  And I know I am bound to forget at least one person, more likely several dozen.  So you all know who you are, and I love you all a great amount, and you mean the world to me.

But specifically this book is for one person:

Nicole, you will never be replaced and we all miss you a lot!
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“Defeat isn’t bitter if you don’t swallow it.”

Introduction

“Excuses are the easiest things to manufacture, and the hardest things to sell.”

I am a 17-year-old white guy, who grew up and is growing up in Milwaukee.  It’s not as bad as it may seem, contrary to the Hollywood opinion, people in Wisconsin don’t spend all day milking cows, then making their own cheese.  Nor do most of us sit on our butts all day watching old Packer Games on video with a beer helmet on, or a keg next to our feet.  We live normal lives for the most part.  But what is normal really? Who decides that? Well anyways, no one that I know lives on a farm, well wait I know one person who does, and I know one family who owns a farm, but unless you knew that about them, you would have no clue.  They do everything else that we do, it just happens their parents own or operate a farm.  Wisconsin is just as normal as anywhere; famous people come out of Milwaukee all the time, just to name a few…Chris Farley, the Violent Femmes, and the original Chili Peppers, not the new ones.  So you see Wisconsin isn’t that different from anywhere else, sure it is a bit colder than Florida or Cali during the winter, but during the summer we hit 100 on several occasions and usually even out at 30 during the winter.  

I do the things any normal teen would do, ha, that's a joke.  Let me just give you a quick overview of what I do.  I run around wearing a 40-pound wool body suit in the summer, well that is because I am the mascot for the Milwaukee Rampage Professional Outdoor Soccer Team.  I also am the Director of Game Day Operations, which means that I drive around in a golf cart, and make sure the stadium is prepared for games, wire the sound system, move tables and chairs, set up the sponsors, advertising signs, build tents, mark the lines in the parking lots, and that sort of thing.  In addition to that I am an usher for the Milwaukee Brewers, for the time being.  By the time you read this I may have quit already.  That job is not all it is cut out to be.  I also cater for a private company and cook the food.  In addition to all of those payroll jobs, I also am a cast member of Channel 12’s “Teen Forum.”  

I enjoy going to the movies, some of my personal favorites are “Almost Famous,” “Encino Man,” “Caddy Shack,” “Half Baked,” “Tommy Boy,” and “Cool Runnings.”  But my all time favorite has to be “Weekend at Bernie’s” I mean, you just can’t beat that!  My favorite TV Shows are “Night Court,” “Married With Children,” “Home Improvement,” “Seinfeld,” “Step by Step,” and “Boy Meets World.”  But the best two TV shows ever are “Doogie Howser” and “Saved by the Bell.”  My personal favorite color is orange.  My favorite type of music is rock.  My favorite bands are Alien Ant Farm, Oasis, Nirvana and Guns N’ Roses.  

Well that is enough about my personal life; lets get into my political views.  Some of the things I will say may, well it is more than likely at least one thing I say in this book will offend you.  So please don’t take it personal, I am just saying how I feel, I wish everyone could just say how they felt, it would make life so much easier, but also more fulfilling.  My personality is such as I say how I feel, sometimes people call me sweet, sometimes they call me an ass, but it is the same me, I just call it as I see it.  It has got me in trouble before, and I am sure it will many, many times again, but I am what I am, and I am going to do as I see fit.  Now you may feel that some of the things I say make perfect sense, and others make no sense, but that is me and that’s how I function and live my life.  So take me as I am, or leave me as I am, I will never change for anyone ever in this lifetime, nor will I censor myself or not address things I feel need to be addressed.  So you can always count on my for one thing and one thing alone, the truth, whether it be pleasant, or bitter.  That’s it, you can’t count on me necessarily for anything else at all.  Only the closest of friends know that there is a sense of loyalty from me they can count on.  That’s about it, not sympathy because I may not feel sympathetic to the situation.  You can’t count on me to know it all, because I don’t even though I pretend I do.  You can’t count on my being apathetic, because if you “push my buttons” I will react in either a positive or negative manner every time that “button” is pushed.  You can’t count on me being a jerk, because even though I may not like you, I may feel that you deserve respect from then on for one reason or another.  You can’t even count on me listening to you, because some things you and I may just never see eye to eye on, so it is futile for me to listen.  I think you get the just of it, so I will stop, just so long as every last one of you, no matter who you are, knows that you can count on my giving you the truth and calling it exactly as I see it, plain as day, no if ands or buts!  So these are my views, and that is all they are, none of my employers necessarily feel the same way I do.  So this is my view, and has no attachments to anyone or anything.  Well here goes.  And Enjoy!  

“A wise man can see more from the bottom of a well than a fool can from a mountain top.”

“Some people wish to get what they deserve, while others fear the same.”

Chapter 1

Success

“Don't make waves and you won't drown. You won't reach land either...”
At some point in everyone’s life, they dream of being a rich wealthy successful person with lots of power.  Deep down everyone wants to be able to say I am successful and reap all the benefits that come along with it.  

I mean come on, that is the American Dream after all isn’t it? Take whatever is given to you, and anything somebody else isn’t careful to guard? Take advantage and exploit every possible situation?  Be a ‘yes’ man or woman and completely sell out to the system just so you can drive a Lexus or a BMW?  It’s a damned shame but that is the American Dream, wouldn’t our founding fathers be proud of what they fought for?  Now that I let out that bit of rage, let me get back to the topic, the American Dream.  

Some people’s dreams will come true, most definitely they will be happy people with all their status symbols, but I regret to inform the rest of you that most of your dreams will not come true.  That is unless you fight your way through the seas of mediocrity to be one of the select few living the American Dream.

Some babies are born into a plush life right from the start, and have their future guaranteed to be successful.  There are also millions of kids born every year into welfare, poverty, and situations where they barely have enough money to survive.  

I however was born into neither of those situations.  I was born into a family with a mother and a father, loving family and two brothers.  We always had enough money to live comfortably, and we would always take two family vacations a year without fail.  But it was not like we wiped ourselves with 20-dollar bills, or spent money like it was water either.  I realize yes, I was lucky, but I am given the same chances as that kid who was born 15 miles from me in that plush subdivision who drives around his own Mercedes Benz at age 16.  You know why? Because at the young age of 17, I have made my own success, I work 4 jobs, and had more in the past, yet I always maintained a minimum of a 3.5 grade point average, and have made a name for myself.  In fact I am positive I get more out of life than the 16 year old with the Benz, because I have the satisfaction of knowing I earned my success and reputation.  

Maybe that is why I have a hard time listening to people whine about not getting any respect or any breaks, you need to earn respect and earn your breaks, they aren’t just given to you necessarily in this world.  I feel it is true that we have no control of what kind of lifestyle we are brought into this world with, but no matter what you are faced with you must be the one to determine where you are going in life, and how you are getting there.  You are the one who decides which steps to take and why. 

You get to make the decision whether to spend all of high school and college (if you get there) drunk or high, or rather if you’d rather make the best of it.  Regardless of the situation you can do your best and make it in this world.  With every possible employer looking for a good hardworking trustworthy workforce, anyone who finishes college with half a functioning brain can make it. 

And now more corporations and colleges themselves are making money available to students for school, and the government has made student loans almost tax free, and very accessible to needy college students.  You will never in your life be given a better opportunity than this; the odds are too good to pass it up.  But success is deeper than work and money in my opinion.  

Success is getting to the peak of your life, and being able to look back and say “man those were some good times”, “I did my best, and am proud of everything.”  This is success.  Can anyone totally achieve it? Absolutely not, no one could ever do that entirely.  But it is nice to aim for that and see how close to it you can come.  Because life is about success yes, but more importantly in my mind right now at this point in time, it is more important to have fun and enjoy every moment.  And if that means trying things, go for it, of course not everything will work out as you planned.  But at least with that attitude you can never think the next day, “man I wish I would have done that” or “man I should have said something to him”, or her, etc.  

I live my life in this manner all the time, I can say without a doubt that I have never missed and opportunity (sounds kinda like that Miller commercial huh) and sure I regret a lot of things, yet never missed out and then regretted doing so.  I have not done things and been glad I have though, so u also need to take that into consideration, I bet I just thoroughly confused you!  Ha, I was trying to, no just kidding, I just want you to be aware of the entire picture as they say.  Even though I have achieved a title position, a television role, and “monetary wellness” I still have not succeeded by a long shot.  I want to still do a lot, I want to go to either Berkeley or University of New Mexico, I want to get into good healthy shape, I want to find the right girl, I want a real acting job, I want to see the world, and I want to be able more than anything else to be happy, and able to say I made it, and that I made it in a respectable manner.  I want to be happy in every aspect of life, not just material, or emotional for that matter, but overall.  Success for me is that.  Nothing more, nothing less.  If you look at how things are phrased, I want to be exposed to those things, not necessarily obtain them all at once, nor obtain them all for extended periods of time, nor posses them forever.  I just want to be exposed to them.  I feel things are savored more when you have to work for them, and only get them for a period of time, when you keep them you lose the respect for the things you fought so hardly for, and then make the whole thing futile.  I think when you have it, then later on you don’t have it, you learn that when you have the next time you have something important in your possession or you’re exposed to it, you learn to savor it entirely, and then you can always recall those times and have it be just as fulfilling if not a million times more fulfilling than keeping it forever.  I hope you could all follow what I meant, and I didn’t discourage you, or confuse you.  Because it is a great thing when you see people happy, and I just hope I can someday see all of you happy and successful at whatever you chose, and in whatever manner you decide that is for you.  

So success itself it a vast complex topic so you need to sit and think about what exactly “success” is to you.  Than from there your next step is to achieve this “success.”  And don’t be disappointed if you never achieve it, you may have set you goals too high, just take what you get and run with it!  You do the best you can, and no one can tell you ever that you are no doing good enough.  And the self-gratification that you get from just knowing you are giving it your all no one can ever take that from you.  On your road to success you will find problems and controversies undoubtedly, but just blow off the jerks you’ll have to deal with because they aren’t worth your effort you have more important things to focus on and achieve

“Believe those who are seeking truth, doubt those who find it.”

“Silence is wise if we are foolish, but foolish if we are wise.”

Chapter 2

Foreign Countries

“A truly wise man never plays leapfrog with a Unicorn.”

Ok here is the deal.  We all live in America.  I bet you are all going “Duh” or “No really?”  But what I mean is that WE LIVE IN AMERICA.  We think we are the world, and everyone else should change or accommodate us.  When the truth is that we are the difficult ones, or should I say different ones.  

We use the American System, compared to everyone else except for maybe Canada (But you all know how I feel about them) who uses the Metric System.  Once you take say: a physics class, or advanced math class you will realize what a pain it is to always convert between the two.  But our politicians (I will go into detail with my feelings for them later) refuse to switch over to metric, mainly because all of our politicians are too dumb to learn the metric system themselves.  Ok, enough about a stupid numbering system, I’ll move on.  

People In America are the most hypocritical people ever.  They protest in lines alongside the road and outside of companies like Nike or the Gap.  Or any company for that matter who uses sweatshop labor in foreign countries, yet either they or their children still shop at those stores.  

Solely regarding my position now.  I have a huge problem with status emblems like A&F or The Gap, but at the same time I have no problem at all with sweatshops!  Now that may seem a tad bit strange, but let me explain my views.  

You see Abercrombie already tries charging 80 dollars for some pre-used ripped pants, and 30 dollars for a hat with a broken brim, come on that in and of it self is ridiculous.  So think, if they were to be banned from sweatshops, imagine the money you would be forking over.  

Next point, now people work in sweatshops because they are in desperate need of the money, this does two things.  The first being that this provides their economy with money, second and more importantly, is that it insures quality work.  Let me explain, these sweatshop laborers are a dime a dozen as some will say, so the people with the jobs know they need to produce quickly, but also make their products be quality.  If they produce poorly, they will simply be taken out in back of the building, “disposed of”, and the next person in line comes in and takes over.  

So now, if we are say to close down all sweatshops all bring all production to America several problems arise.  First the extreme amount of additional land these companies will need.  Second is all of the waste these plants will produce will harm our environment.  Third we will have union labor doing the work which first means they do a piss poor job, because they have union representation where you are all protected to get the same amount of minimum pay.  Plus government implemented labor laws and minimum wages means that companies spend 30 times more per pair of those ripped jeans here in America then they would have elsewhere.    Second, it means they have eight-hour workdays so that production either creeps along, or companies hire a second, and third shift.  All of these things substantially raise the price of your precious designer jean with holes.  

Now on top of all of this, don’t forget these companies are not dumb; they all have boards of directors and the likes.   So instead of moving their production here, they will simply pick up and move their offices out of the country and be a foreign import.  This means that they can use child labor for cheap production, but you will still see a price hike because they have to ship everything from Asia or South America etc to the store.  This also cuts all company jobs in the States.  Any or All of these actions would crumble the economy of the countries these sweatshops are in, in addition to completely crippling our economy, and trashing our business district.  

The other thing that gets me about these other countries is that they all seem to have a chip on their shoulder towards the United States.  They all seem to want to start a war.  What are all the world leaders bored and have nothing better to do?  What is the deal? I mean I know I criticized people for thinking that we in the United States are the center of everything, but in actuality I guess I feel the same way too on some level.  

I mean when China took down that plane of ours, and held the crew hostage; I argued vehemently with people that we should go to war with China.  You just don’t do that.  Yes there were US lives at stake, but do all of you realize the great importance of our spy missions and our technology?  Back in the day wars were fought with guns on land, and tanks.  Then the World Wars came about and it was centered around air warfare.  Now a days all of that is obsolete and has been so for a while.  Modern warfare is a means in which a guy sitting in the Pentagon can hit a key on a keyboard, then almost as if playing a video game, guide a missile with a joystick right through any one of your bedroom windows.  With camera’s becoming smaller, and spy missions a lot more meaningful and productive, we cannot afford at all to have let China possess that plane for the length of time it did.  Now all of our technology is shared information that China can sell to the highest bidder.  Which means all of our hard work and effort that we put into being ahead of everyone else is all for naught.  Because now if we were to go to war, our technological advantage is now gone.  So just be prepared for a nasty drawn out war in the near future.  My prediction is that with all of the tension amongst countries that it will occur within 5 years or so.  

Ok enough about war, how about drugs?  Former President Clinton and local governments spend nearly 45 billion every year to combat drugs, yet continue to be brought in the U.S. from these foreign countries.  By no means am I saying that if we stop drug smuggling will we stop the drug problem, because drugs are abundant here too, but if we were to cut the smuggling out entirely that is an additional 45 billion dollars to be spent on things that will directly effect us.  

Now onto Canada, any of you who know me know where I am going with this.  I absolutely despise Canada.  They are nothing but leeches, taking the American way as theirs and claiming it is different.  Canada is just bad news in general, nothing but idiots.  We should invade Canada and claim it as our own, then just use it to send all our problematic members of society!  Canada had contributed so many bad things to society it is beyond ridiculous!  Without Canada my life would be so much better.  Just the thought of Canada existing makes me queasy I completely despise Canada!  There is no real good reason why it is just a personal vendetta I have against Canada!  

All right my next problem with foreign countries is the whole immigration thing!  We have raft upon raft of Cubans fleeing their country in hopes of a better life here.  There are thousands of trucks filled with Mexicans illegally entering the country.  There are freighters filled with persons from the Orient packed in the cargo bays like sardines that dock everyday here in the States.  And the main problem is that once we let some in then they never stop coming!  They overpopulate areas and drive the wages down because labor is more readily available!  Then the governments and/or ambassadors of the country they fled from force-feed everyone their song and dance about how they were suffering and oppressed, or they wanted religious freedom, etc.  

Well if we continue to harbor these runaways change for the better will never take place.  Think if our founding fathers ran from the English power here in the colonies instead of fighting, we may still be running today.  Change takes place when you get people steaming mad and they want a change!  We must force these people to return to their countries and not allow anyone else into the country in hopes of over turning overzealous government like that in Cuba or elsewhere.  If we do not, we can never expect these countries to change their policies or leadership because they have no reason to.  Because there would be no opposition to their plans and their decisions, and because anytime someone disagrees they will just run away.  Plus we will never be able to call this country ours again, we will always have to deal with illegal immigrants driving down pay and land values, and driving up unemployment and subsequently taxes. 

“A real leader faces the music, even when he doesn't like the tune.”
Chapter 3:

Capitol Punishment

“A ton of regret never made an ounce of difference.”

Ok this chapter isn’t solely about capitol punishment, but also the entire judicial system and the subsequent problems.  I completely 100 percent support the death penalty if the crime deserves it and if the person is truly guilty.  Now how can you make this a clear, cut and dry thing?  

It is obvious that you can’t even begin to try to.  But that is where the trial by a jury of your peers is supposed to come into play.  That is unless you have money.  I mean come on O.J. and Puffy and that guy from Ally McBeal who has the drug addiction but keeps getting off with rehab and cushy easy punishments no one else would be privilege to.  So that alone proves the judicial system doesn’t work, but that is just the start, I will get into much greater detail as we go on.  

Let me give you a little bit of history about the death penalty before I get into my view, and likes and dislikes about it.  The system of Capitol Punishment has been in existence forever and been used, not only during warfare or by militia or guerilla groups, but also, by the government pretty much forever.  It originated as a form to punish persons “deserving.”  Now “deserving” differed between each of the countries or the civilizations so that’s why I refer to it in quotations.  But regardless, almost everyway to kill a person has been tried.  

The modern means mainly are electrocution, or lethal injection.  Yet still a few states use gas chambers, firing squad or hanging.  Several states, including our own, Wisconsin, do not allow the death penalty at all.  Our government decided during the 60’s decided that the death penalty was “cruel and unusual” so it was banned due to the 8th amendment.  Then in the January of 1977 the court changes it’s mind, and allowed it.  Since then it has been a turbulent ride.  Supreme Court decisions since have altered and changed what can and cannot constitute the death penalty.  

So the thing you need to decide with the death penalty is, does it really deter crime at all?  And my answer for that is definitely not.  The crime rate continues to climb, as does the number of people executed.  So obviously it is not deterring a thing.  Crimes, especially homicide, continue to become more and more visible in the community as do the death penalties.  So the way I see it, people considering committing these crimes are obviously not considering the fact that they may die for it, and that the death penalty will come into play, so what have we really accomplished?  

Now we need to decide within our society who is more worried about politically correct than focusing on their well being, is, whether or not the death penalty is morally permissible.  My answer for that question would most definitely, positively be: yes it is.  The death penalty in my mind as I mentioned before is good in general for society, even though it may not be deterring all the criminals.  I feel that people that kill others should also be killed.  That is an obvious reason I see the death penalty suitable, but I also have no problem with treason or spying against us (if it is server enough to warrant it).  But that is about it.  I don’t feel theft, or abuse, or anything else really does.  

My next problem with our judicial system is how the punishments get undermined everyday by the jail or the punishments themselves.  I mean you have someone in jail for say 60 years, then they go to a cell with all the amenities of home, or better in some situations.  On top of that they make money while in jail, and then get out in 16 years.  That is ridiculous.  They are minimizing the results and basically telling the criminals that it is completely fine to break the law, and that society as a whole will allow their behavior.  That is garbage!  

Plus we as taxpayers, pay for these nice comfortable jails for the criminals, I say go back to the days of plain concrete and metal cells.  Plus I refuse to consider it ok for the criminals to be compensated for labor they do while in jail.  Come on basically a portion of our taxes go to pay criminals.  That’s stupid, take that money to fund the jails, and that kills two birds with one stone, in a sense.  Then we don’t pay taxes to support either cause.  

Now, I also wonder why school shootings keep going on the rise?  Well I have absolutely no clue at all, but the thing is I am going to try to figure it out.  I think a lot of it has to do with the stuck up persons attending school, and just the lack of tolerance we have for one another in this society.  Then also just anger being used in negative ways, I have always said that anger is just as powerful a motivator as is happiness, possibly even more.  But all of that hinges on you using the anger in the right way, shooting each other would definitely be anything but this.  

I feel anger pushes me anyways to be better than I already am, and it is my major motivating force, but that is because I don’t dwell on it, I use it as “fuel.”  Now I know this doesn’t work for everyone, and in some cases it makes it worse, but come on, no sense in letting pricks mess with you, then in retaliation you ruin your entire life.  So in essence you fought back against a wrong just to throw away everything you were fighting for.  You fought against this one thing, just to be made into a “whipping boy” in prison when you drop the soap, and possibly lose your own life, it is just plain dumb.  

How is it that if you have money, or if you know the D.A. (District Attorney) or the judge, that it seems you get off easy.  If I didn’t know better I’d say that was favortism.  Wait that is right I don’t know better, AND IT IS FAVORTISM!  Now I know this little book, which at the most will reach 30 people will not even come close to effecting any of the things I bring up, it feels good to be able to complain and have at least someone listen!  So back to the topic, how does someone like O.J. Simpson get off with murder? Literally, he got away with murder, it was blatantly obvious that he was guilt, but money to buy a good lawyer (and possibly some jurors) won out over justice and morality.  That sickens me!  Money has too much power over things, but I’ll cover that in a later chapter!  

So in conclusion our judicial system doesn’t work at all, so please, please, please, do not even put yourself in the situation where you could be made out to be the bad guy, or girl, because the way our system works you are guilty until proven innocent.  As screwed up as that seems, and as contrary to the way the system was intended to be, that’s the way it is!  So just keep it in mind, and stay away from cops at any cost!

“It is better to sleep on what you intend doing, than to stay awake over what you've done.”

“Only dead fish go with the flow.”
Chapter 4:

Fads & Teen Fashion

“Character is what you are. Reputation is what people think you are.”

Now I go to high school so I am right at “fad central” and it is ridiculously funny.  Kids don’t seem to get that just because something was in a magazine or on a television show, it is cool and everyone should do it.  There are kids at my school that will spend more money on one single outfit, than my whole wardrobe is worth.  

Not to say my wardrobe is cheap or anything, but I refuse to spend too much money on clothes.  I can usually be seen wearing some jean shorts (non designer), a tee shirt (non descript or exciting, also non designer), and a Hawaiian shirt (bought at Kohls department stored during one of their very, very frequent sales, which involve a 30 dollar marked shirt, marked down to 19.99 then they market a sale for the weekend with it being 50 percent off, then if you shop before 8 am you get an additional 50 percent off the remainder, so I end up paying 25% of the 19.99 being approximately 5 dollars for that 30 dollar shirt) then I wear bright orange and yellow New Balance shoes without any socks (they are the most expensive part of my wardrobe, because I need special support for my flat feet, and socks are uncomfortable for me) and a fitted baseball hat (functional not fashionable, because I wear it to keep my hair from blowing all over, and so when I am hot, the sweat doesn’t drip down my face).  

That’s the normal, sometimes I wear sandals, or just the tee shirt, but that is my general clothing choices.  I need to dress up more for when I am shooting with Teen Forum, but otherwise comfortable is my key when dressing!  Now why doesn’t anybody else think like me?  

Well that was a real generalization, but come on.  How can stores like Abercrombie and Fitch stay in business?  I am probably going to get sued over my trashing of them repeatedly, but I have got to speak my mind, and they are the most notable example of greedy selfish companies who are cashing in on the unintelligence of the TRL groupies (I refer to the people who follow the trends and fashion suggested by that fake hollow shell of a person Carson Daly and his show TRL feed to people of today, as well as the artists for who it is supposedly all about the music, yet they allow A&F and the Gap, and such to pay them big, big, big money to wear their clothes in videos and appearances.  That itself is a testament to the clothing industry).  

But if I am offending you by calling you TRL kids… good! I am glad!  Maybe it will get through to you that it is completely ridiculous to do things just because bands on TV, or actors on TV, in movies, or in ads tell you to, or do it themselves.  Because think about it, those actors wouldn’t be wearing those clothes, unless they were paid such much by these big companies to wear these clothes on the shows and advertise during the show, or before the movie, etc.  Movies alone would not even gross enough money on their own to pay for the production costs let alone the big paychecks of the actors, if it wasn’t for the companies paying top dollar for clothing rights, or commercial time.  Think about that!  

Ok, so now I have made the entire clothing industry out to be a bad guy, that isn’t true, there are many good companies that are truly committed to making a good product and providing it to the community, but these companies are far and few between, and tend not to last very long, because they are crushed by the other bigger companies.  That is not the companies fault however, it is every last one of ours, including my own!  

When other big cash making companies are supported and not the “good guys” (as I will refer to the companies doing a service to the community, not solely in it for the money) we help to crush them.  An example of a “good guy” is the Umbro Company, they make clothing, and soccer equipment (that’s it to the extent of my knowledge), regardless, they provide quality materials to the public, and do not charge and eye and a leg.  And I am not just saying that because they provide clothing for the Rampage, or I have free team gear, but because I truly feel this way.  I personally have a large amount of Umbro clothing, and always try to support them before I shop anywhere else.  If they only made jeans and Hawaiian shirts I could shop only there. HA! 

Ok regardless I do not own a single Tommy Hilfiger, Ralph Lauren, Gap, Old Navy, A&F, Polo, Eddie Bauer, Fubu, etc.  I just refuse to wear it.  My wardrobe seems to be Umbro or clothing that supports individual functions or stores or restaurants, or whatever is on sale at Kohls.  In addition to shorts and jeans and Hawaiian shirts also coming from Kohls (and sometimes Walmart …Ha… (the true white trash store according to society, but a goldmine of great quality and feel tee shirts).  

So, what is it that makes everyone flock to stores like A&F or the likes?  Is it the quality?  You know my answer, HELL NO!  Is it the value?  Nope.  Is it the way they wear? Nah!  Is it the style?  Some will say yes, but really?  Not even close.  You know what it is?  Because they are trendy, expensive, and have cool catalogs (a hot controversy brought up by “worried” parents, which in the end just leads more kids to look at it, because they want to know what could cause such a stir).  Makes a lot of sense huh?  Yeah you would think the good values in clothing would be popular, but nope, it is the expensiveness, because everyone knows when you wear them that it cost a lot.  

Plus you wear them because your friend does, because their friend has for years, because they saw it on TV, or in a movie.  You can always track it back to something like that.  The other thing is now, most of these shirts are purely advertising, just the company logo.  Now for someone to pay 30 or 40 dollars to wear around what basically equates to a moving billboard is idiotic, and it pisses me off that I am the only one to realize it!  Then on top of it, they give you the biggest bag possible to walk around the mall or street with so everyone knows where you shop, and they use you to reach more people (now I will admit these 2 marketing ploys are genious!  They get you to pay to wear their shirts with their advertising, and then they give you another additional advertising item!)  

The other thing that just sets me off is designer socks!  It is stupid!  Who cares if your socks are Tommy or Gap or if you got them at Sam’s Club?  Kids go out there and buy these socks and wear them, I mean come on, lets get serious for like 10 seconds.  I am going to break it down for all of you dummies I am speaking of.  DON’T BUY DESIGNER SOCKS!  I don’t even wear socks unless for like work, or golf or football, and then I wear the socks I get 30 pair in a bag for like 8 dollars at Sam’s, as compared to your 2 pair for 49.99 at A&F or the Gap (ok maybe that is an exagguration, but come on! They really cost like 9.99 for 2 pairs).  And is it worth it?  Hell No, I mean most of my tee shirts cost 9.99 or less, and only for 2 pair of socks, 4 lousy socks.  Come on.  Four pieces of cloth to cover the ugliest part of the human body (on most people, some people’s faces compete with their feet, HA) not being seen by anyone, purely under the shoe.  COME ON PEOPLE WAKE UP!!!!  

Now don’t get me wrong, I am not putting this completely on the clothing companies, I mean they are in it to make money and if all of you are dumb enough to follow this B.S., then I actually give them credit for exploiting you so well.  Yeah that’s right, it sounds harsh, but come on, you have to be kidding me, if you are all stupid enough to continue to support these businesses then why the hell should they change what they are doing?  That’s right there is no reason for them to!  So this is almost entirely your fault, every last one of you who supports these stores!  Just remember that when that light bulb in your head finally flashes and you finally catch on, that this was all entirely your fault to begin with!

“It is important to stay cool, but be sure to not get frostbite.”

“Nothing has value, but that which you grant it.”

Chapter 5:

Passing Blame

& Music Industry 

“You can't strengthen the weak by weakening the strong.”

About Eminem from USA Today:

“Eminem's Grammy-winning but often profane lyrics came under congressional criticism Friday as lawmakers considered how to deal with violence in entertainment without violating the First Amendment.”

About American Taste in Music by Liam Gallagher:

“Americans want grungy people, stabbing themselves in the head on stage. They get a bright bunch like us, with deodorant on, they don't get it.”

Eminem Lyrics from Kill You:

“Bitch I'ma kill you! You don't wanna fuck with me.  Girls neither - you ain't nuttin but a slut to me.  Bitch I'ma kill you!  You ain't got the balls to beef.  We ain't gon' never stop beefin I don't squash the beef.  You better kill me!  I'ma be another rapper dead for poppin off at the mouth with shit I shouldn'ta said.  But when they kill me - I'm bringin the world with me!  Bitches too! You ain't nuttin but a girl to me.” 

Eminem Lyrics from Criminal:

“My words are like a dagger with a jagged edge.  That'll stab you in the head whether you're a fag or lez.  Or the homosex, hermaph or a trans-a-vest.  Pants or dress - hate fags? The answer's "yes"!  Homophobic? Nah, you're just heterophobic.  Starin at my jeans, watchin my genitals bulging!  That's my motherfuckin balls, you'd better let go of em.  They belong in my scrotum, you'll never get hold of em.  Hey, it's me, Versace.  Whoops, somebody shot me! And I was just checkin the mail! Get it?  Checkin the male?”
Staind Lyrics from Pressure:

I just need this to be all right. I can't feel this another night. I can't take this I come unglued. I might breakdown in front of you. Necessary to medicate. I'm not sleeping can't stay awake. Can't see through this. Too much pressure. Drowning in this. Too much pressure. If you need me I'll be here. Half unconscious to escape my fear. My head hurts this shit isn't getting me high. My chest is so tight I think I am going to die. My stomach's in knots and the room starts to spin. As I wait for this valium to slowly kick in.”
Additional Columbine Quotes from USA Today:

“But in the past year, Harris started wearing all black, spoke German and obsessed over anything German of World War II vintage, according to The Post. Another student said Klebold's appearance and attitude changed over the past year, leading him to adopt the longer hair and black clothing of the "Gothic" look.  Students said the "Mafia" members habitually wore long, black trench coats, similar to Western-style dusters. They were into guns, heavy metal music and Gothic dress. Klebold enjoyed fantasy baseball. And they often wore German slogans and swastikas on their dark clothes.  Students said the suspects talked a lot about Hitler, about decapitating people and about the music of singer Marilyn Manson. Some "Mafia" members also wore bands that read, "I hate people." 
“Computers give children easy access to Internet hate lists and violent games such as Doom. They are bombarded with disturbing images, including Keanu Reeves in the film The Matrix, rocker Marilyn Mason, Leonardo DiCaprio in The Basketball Diaries. And in Heathers, Christian Slater's character rigs up a bomb in the high school's boiler room. Experts ask, 'What is the impact of a steady diet of violent media content on a growing child?”

 “A decade ago, satanic rock music was blamed for a rise in teen suicides. Not too long after that, TV's Beavis & Butt-head was blamed for a spate of young fire-starters. Just two years ago, a 14-year-old boy claimed that the 1995 film The Basketball Diaries inspired him to begin firing on students at a Kentucky high school. Parents of those slain students filed a $130 million lawsuit against the filmmakers last week.”

So after those quotes I dropped on you I am sure you are wondering where I stand on the issue?  Well those of you who know me well, have probally hated me at one point in time over this very issue.  Because I am very vocal and open, and don’t hold anything back, and I have had many a discussion on this very topic!  So that still doesn’t answer it for the rest of you.  BUT I AM IN STRONG SUPPORT OF THE MUSIC, FILM, AND VIDEO GAME INDUSTRY ON THIS ONE!  I mean come on, you have got to either be high, legally insane, or just plain stupid to think I would say anything else!  Of course I am going to defend them!  

PAGE  
3

